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An Analysis of Categorizing Expressive Speech Acts

Jia Ming-xiu

(Beijing Foreign Language University, Beijing 100086, China)

Abstract: Compared with the other speech acts, the Expressives are rarely studied. Neither the number
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of members in the Expressives system nor the objective connections between members are agreed upon.
This paper attempts to start with the deep semantic structure of expressive speech acts and divide the
Expressives into three types on the basis of the situations in which the Expressives appear. This
classification also excludes the controversial members from the Expressives. Based on positive/negative
affection, the internal composition of expressive speech acts is classified as a second level. At the same

time, the number of existing speech acts has been expanded.

Key words: the Expressives; category; semantic structure; positive affection; negative affection
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