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The Critique of Language in Philosophy
Yang Xiao-bo Lu Xiao-bo
( Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

The critique of language as a philosophical notion was first put forward by Fritz Mauthner and then criticized and developed
by Ludwig Wittgenstein. Though it was explained and applied in different ways, common ground can still be found in the follo—
wing two aspects: ( 1) the critique results from the failure of language to express the truth; (2) the critique aims to solve or dis—
solve the metaphysical problems. Based on the two points, this paper tries to define the critique of language, and then examines
the application of this method in the Western philosophy. The paper also explores the tradition of Chinese philosophy’s application
of this method, and through a comparison of their different ways of application it explains the different features of Chinese and
Western philosophies.
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