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The phonological theory has undergone tremendous evolution from the SPE approach to the Optimality Theory. New theories

and methods drive the blossom of related researches. The main theories in phonology are applied in the field of language acquisi—

tion and a new branch phonological acquisition come into being. By reviewing recent developments this paper focuses on the

different behaviors of segment and prosody and the corresponding theoretical analysis. Special attention and comments are given to

such analysis within the model of SPE theory nondinear approach and the Optimality Theory. With reference to the domestic re—

searches in this field it puts forth some issues important for further attention.
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