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A Study on Interpersonal Function of Evidentiality in Business English
Zhang Yun-ing
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China; Heilongjiang University of Science and Technology Harbin 150022 China)
Evidentiality can show the source of information and different degree of credibility towards the presented information which is
a linguistic phenomenon. With the arrival of the information era the evidentiality of business English will be more important in
business communication. Therefore the study of interpersonal function of evidentiality must be highlighted obviously. According to
the Engagement Theory in Appraisal Theory this paper analyzes the interpersonal functions of evidentiality in Business English.
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(D Boeing Co. and Airbus are bracing for an even more
intense battle over China the worlds fastest-growing commer—
cial plane market. ( Dolven 2004: 56)
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3 As we have discussed the two characteristics of the
author’s identity constructed by both reviewers were that the au—
thor was male and relatively new to the field. ( Yang 2009: 89)

(@ When she learned that a man she had trained was
earning 3500 more than she was

fluke”. ( Wilson 2005: 67)
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©® I think we are helped by our European Heritage.
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With an organization of this size and status ~ “anyone
who says something is not going to go bump in the night is not
being realistic ” said human resources head Coleman Peter—
son in an interview before he retired last month. ( Wilson

2005: 69)

( Yang 2009: 60) . Said human resources
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(© There is a perception that it will cost to be environmen—
tally friendly but it usually saves money. ( Guo 2005:61)
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(0 Stonecipher’s second mission is to oversee what is
probably the pivotal project in Boeings future: the launch of
its first commercial airplane in almost a decade. ( Donnelly
2005:79)
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3.2
@D Jakarta might have a GDP of $1 500 per capita yet
the rest of the country is at $800. ( Guyon 2005: 65)
() might
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@ Tt took imagination to think that a nice homey very
basic userriendly popular and cheap but really not so—
phisticated make-up line called Maybelline made in Memphis
could become the hottest thing for young woman in Shanghai.
( Guyon 2005: 62)
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@3 In October Brazil’s Embraer announced a joint ven—
ture that would start assembling such craft in Harbin by the
end of 2003. ( Dolven 2004: 60)
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@ You see that in China where the differences in in—
come are as wide as they can be between the coastal areas and
the inner provinces. ( Guyon 2005: 64)
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3.4
(> We think we have one-tenth the number of people
running these lines. ( Aston 2004: 60)
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